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INTRODUCTION


Did you ever wonder why God chose the method He uses to save sinners? Just think about it. He uses sinful persons with sin-damaged minds speaking with sin-corrupted tongues, which speak a message of love and hope to sinful people who listen with sin-scorched ears that are connected to sin-hardened hearts and minds. How in the world could God conceive of such a strange method to do something of such ultimate importance? Paul speaks about this matter as he was moved to write by the Holy Spirit. Let us examine his words.

I.
MAN’S METHOD FOR FINDING GOD—HUMAN WISDOM

1.
Man’s method requires much of man and little from God (v. 20).

(1)
Man’s method requires that a person be wise, or even a scholar.
(2) 
Man’s method works best if one is a philosopher.

However, God made man and knows that human beings have limited wisdom. We may actually see intelligent design in creation and desire to know the Creator-God, yet never find Him in order to know Him. Verse 19 quotes Isaiah 29:14, God destroys “the wisdom of the wise” & frustrates “the intelligence of the intelligent.”
2.
Man’s method requires God to act in certain ways (v. 22).

(1)
The Jew expects/demands God give miraculous signs.

(2)
The Gentiles expect/demand some new knowledge or wisdom.

Because of human expectations, some people actually choose to believe there is no God since they cannot find Him in their human pursuits. They choose to explain Him away as a superstition, as an antiquated idea no longer relevant in our postmodern society, as an unnecessary crutch to help us get through life. Dan Brown writes books that twist church history by referring to “newly discovered gospels,” such as the “Gospel of Philip.” Most uneducated people think this is a new gospel, but it is simply one of the Gnostics writings condemned as heretical in the 2nd and 3rdcenturies. These writings date from much later than our Bible.
II.
GOD’S METHOD FOR SAVING SINNERS—FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING
1. God’s method involves the foolishness of the cross (vv. 20, 23).

(1)
The cross is a stumbling-block (skandalon, or scandal) to the Jews.

(2)
The cross is foolishness (moria, fr. moros, or moron) to the Gentiles.

The Holy Spirit leads Paul to write that the cross is foolishness to those who are in the process of perishing. However, he quickly adds that the cross is the power of God and that Jesus Christ is the wisdom of God for those who are being saved (see v. 18 and v. 24).

2. God’s method involves the foolishness of preaching (vv. 21, 25).
(1)
God’s “foolishness…is wiser than man’s wisdom.”

(2)
God’s “weakness…is stronger than man’s strength.”

God chooses to do things in this way for a specific reason: “so that no one may boast before him” (v. 29). We can do nothing to save ourselves from our sins.
CONCLUSION


You see, if man can reason His way to God or find God by himself, he does not need God to do anything to save us sinners. However, since we cannot find God, we need Him to reveal Himself to us. He does exactly that in a most unusual way: He sends “His one and only Son” to die on the cross for our sins. As we hear the preaching of this foolish message, we must accept it as true and trust in Jesus Christ as our personal Savior. God reveals Himself, God sends His only Son to die for us, God calls us to commit our lives to Christ, and God gives us saving faith. Therefore, “let him who boasts boast in the Lord” (v. 31).
